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SPECIES R ESTRICTION AND PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

This communication responds to tlie Restriction mailed September 8, 2005 and includes a 
pi-climinary amendment. 
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RESPONSE TO RESTRIC rrON WITH SPECIES ET.ECTION 

Gro up mcctioii 

Elect Group t (claims 1, 14, 18, 41> 43-44, 46, 51-54, 56-62, 75-78, and 80-86) 

gpccics Election 

a) RES IN MATERIAL, 

Applicants elect epoxy resin material generally, and (3'54'-cpoxycyclohexylmetliyl 
3,4-cpoxycyclohGxanccarboxyiate) more specifically (sec specification, page 9, line 5). Claims 87 
and 93 read on the aforementioned elected species of species category a), 

b) FLEXIBILIZING AGENT 

Applicants elect the following flcxibilizcr agent: a flexibilizer blend comprising a 
flexibilizer and a Ihemioplastic (see specification, page 20, lines 10-12). More specifically> 
Applicants elect a poly(aryleno) ether as the thermoplastic (see specification, page 20, lines 10-12) 
of the flcxibilizcr blend and b]S(2,3-epoxy-2-mcthylpropyl)ctlier as the flexibilizer (see 
specification, page 19, line 14) of the flexibilizer blend. Claims 88 and 94 read on the 
aforementioned elected species of species category b). 

Applicants note that the Examiner directed Applicaaits to choose a flexibilizer agent from 
tliosc listed in the specification from page 16, Ime 15 to page 20, line 1 7 and that "the chemical 
name and/or structure of tlie particular flexibiltzing agent must be presented " (emphasis added). 
In response. Applicants have elected a species of the flexibilizer agent as being a flexibilizer blend 
comprising a flexibilizer and a thermoplastic, which is recited in generic claims 54 and 66. Since 
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iho Examiner made it an absolute requirement for Applicants to choose '*thc chemical name 
aniVor structure of the particular flexibilizing agent", Applicants maintain that in order to be in 
compliance with the Examiner's requirement. Applicants can freely choose any flexibilizcr ajid 
any thermoplastic recited in the specirication from page 16, line 15 to page 20, line 17. If 
Applicants* preceding assumption in not what the Examiner intended, then Applicants 
rcspcctfuUy maintain that the portion of the species restriction pertaining to species category b) is 
improper and should be withdrawn. 

C) SPHERICAL OR SPHEROIDAL FILLER 

Applicants elect zirconium tungstate as the filler (see specification, page 21, Unes 3-5). 
Claims 89 and 95 read onllie aforementioned elected species of species category c). 

d) PRESENCE OR ABSENCE OF LAYER OF COUPLING AGENT ON SPHERICAL OR 
SPHEROIDAL PARTICLES 

Applicants elect presence of a coupling agent (see specification, page 21, hnes 16-1 8), and 
more specifically the coupling agent of b-(3,4-cpoxycyclohexyl) cthyltrimethoxy silane (sec 
specification, page 21, line 20). Claims 90 and 96 read on tlie aforementioned elected species of 
species category d)» 

e) PRESENCE OR ABSENCE OF SURl^ACTANT 

Applicants elect presence of a surfactant (sec specification, page 22, lines 18-21), and 
more specifically the surfactant Triton X-100 (see specification, page 22, line 23). Claims 91 and 
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97 read on the aforemenliotied elected species of species category c). 

0 PRESENCE OR ABSENCE OF ORGANIC DYE 

Applicants elect presence of an organic dye (see spcciHcation, page 22, lines 26-2\8). and 
more specifically tlie organic dye ofnigrosinc (sec specification, page 22, line 23). Claims 92 and 

98 read on the arorementioncd elected species of species category f). 

Claims 1 . 14. 18, 41, 43-44, 46, 51-54, 56-62. 75-78. and 80-86 arc generic. 
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